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Presentation plan 

• Midwifery program evolution – French speaking 
Belgium 

 

• Midwifery program and legal context 
 

• Skills for midwifery practice  
 

• Midwifery Skills: what does the Midwifery Lecturer's 
working group say?  

 

•  Perspectives for the future  
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Midwifery program evolution 

French speaking bachelor 
midwifery program 

Dutch speaking bachelor 
midwifery program 

 60 ECTS 

 60 ECTS 

 60 ECTS 
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Midwifery program evolution 

• 1818: 5 months of training 

• 1884: Law on direct-entry Midwifery program: 

• 2 years practical and theoretical program. 

• To participate at least at 50 births. 

• Access : writing and reading skills, 18 years old, 
good behavior. 
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Midwifery program evolution 

• 1924: midwifery program with at least 2 years of nursing 
studies or nursing diploma 

• 1957: Nursing diploma is compulsory to access 
midwifery training (1 year) 

• 1994: direct-entry program is possible again :  

• 4 years in the French speaking community and 

• 3 years in the Dutch speaking community 
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Midwifery profession : legal context 

 
 Professional legal context 1962, 1967 and 1991 
 

 Midwife profession is described in the health 
professions' law in 2006 (Law 10th May 2015 before law N°78 

10th November 1967) 
 

 New competencies announcement: Drugs 
prescription, pelvic floor exercises, ultrasound-Scan 

 

 Modifications in 2007 and 2013 
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Legal context and midwifery program 
consequences  
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Midwifery associations 
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competencies and skills 

 

 

Joint Action conference - Varna 



Joint Action conference - Varna 

Competencies and skills for midwifery 
practice 
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Key midwifery concepts : 
 Partnership with the woman 

 Respect for human dignity 

 Advocacy for women 

 Cultural sensitivity 

 A focus on health promotion 

 Advocacy for normal physiological labour and birth  

Competencies and skills for 
midwifery practice 
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Competencies and skills for 
midwifery practice 

Knowledge and skills from obstetrics, neonatology, the social sciences, public health and 
ethics that form the basis of high quality, culturally relevant, appropriate care for women, 
newborns, and childbearing families. 

Health education and services to all in the community in order to promote healthy family 
life, planned pregnancies and positive parenting. 

Antenatal care to maximize health during pregnancy  

Care during labour and birth, and handle selected emergency situations 

Midwives provide comprehensive, high quality, culturally sensitive 
postpartum care for women 

Midwives provide health care for the essentially healthy infant from birth to two months of 
age. 
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Midwifery  
competencies and skills framework 
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Midwifery  
competencies and skills 

 

 
• Eight main skills or competencies and twenty two 

abilities (1): 

• Get involved in the training and in the 

construction of their professional identity 

• Taking into account the ethical, legal and 

regulatory dimensions 

• Participate in managing human, material 

and administrative resources 

• Conduct a comprehensive midwifery care 

process (assessment, diagnosis and 

intervention and support strategies) in the 

preconception, pre, per- and postnatal 

period 
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Midwifery  
competencies and skills 

 

 
• Eight main skills or competencies and twenty 

two abilities (2): 

• Perform technical actions and provide 

general, specific and obstetric care as 

required 

• Health promotion and education for 

individuals and groups 

• Professional communication with the 

client/patient and professionals 

• Conceptualize a scientific research 

process in the midwifery area 
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Midwifery  
competencies and skills 

Expected qualities of the future 
midwife: 

• Critical thinking 

• Anticipation 

• Holistic approach 

• Assertivity 

• Creativity 

• Efficacy 

• Empathy 

 

• Accuracy 

• Completeness 

• Reactivity 

• Respect 

• Responsibility 

• Security 
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Perspectives for the future 

• EU directive implementation : midwifery program 
consequences 

• Mobility between midwifery colleges 

• Workforce education: population ageing consequences in 
midwifery needs and competencies 

• Less doctors, more midwives ? Which competencies ? 

• Colleges founding and midwives workforce national and EU 
needs 
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 Thank you ! 

 

 
 

Ana Hernandez 

ana.hernandez@vinci.be 

Joint Action Conference - February 2016 



“Preparing the midwives for the future 

of the job - the Belgian French-speaking 

experience”  
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Midwifery associations and partners 


